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ETHIOPIAN NATIONAL INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM

Strata I: (Macro sphere) Ministries

1) Technology and innovation ministry; 2) Science and Higher Educa-
tion; 3) Trade and Industry; 4) Communications; 5) Labour and Social 
Affairs; 6) Culture and Tourism; 7) Planning and Development; 8) 
Foreign Affairs; 9) Agriculture; 10) Urban Development and Construc-
tion; 11) Education; 12) News Agency and Broadcasting; 13) Health; 14) 
Mines and Petroleum; etc.
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Strata II: (Meso sphere) Startup ecosystem

Strata III: (Peso sphere) Base

The Ethiopian Innovation Ecosystem consists of 
three main levels: 

The top layer encompasses macro level state organ 
institutions and ministries that have impact on 
business innnovation. The central organ is the 
Ethiopian Innovation and Technology Ministry. 

The lower or “Strata II” embraces actors, drivers, 
and accellerators that interact and influence 
business. IBA innovation centre is a fast growing 
Hub that aspires to be the leading Hub in Africa. 

The other important but neglected innovation 
ecosystem in Indigenous Innovation. It includes 
Ethiopian traditional, ecological, organic and 
craft-based and manual producers. Its linkage with 
the top two layers is not strong, yet it has great 
potential for solving unemployment and poverty via 
sources of ecobusiness. The study focused on crafts 
women, potters, cotton weavers, baverage distillers, 
and so forth.

The result of the study showed that indigenous 
innovation has great potential for eliminating 
poverty and achieving many of the United Nations 
Development Goals (SDGs).
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